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Work through Questions 1-4 on the following pages. Suggested answers are provided to help you if you are stuck. 

Any subject terms ǁhich ǇoƵ don͛t Ƶnderstand͕ ǇoƵ can look Ƶp on the internet͘ 

 

Once you reach Lullaby, by Elizabeth Berridge you will be able to tackle the questions on your own. 

 

Remember to try to do your best and make sure your explanations are extremely clear.  



Extract from The Goldfinch, by Donna Tartt 
 

 
I allŽǁed mǇƐelf anŽƚheƌ ƐƚealƚhǇ glimƉƐe in ƚhe giƌl͛Ɛ diƌecƚiŽn͘ She ǁaƐ Ɛƚanding Žn Žne leg͕ ǁiƚh heƌ hiƉ 
swung out to the side. ThenͶquite suddenlyͶshe turned and looked me in the eye; and in a heart-skip of 
confusion, I looked away. 
 
Whaƚ ǁaƐ heƌ name͍ WhǇ ǁaƐn͛ƚ Ɛhe in ƐchŽŽl͍ I͛d been ƚƌǇing ƚŽ make ŽƵƚ ƚhe Ɛcƌibbled name Žn ƚhe flƵƚe 
caƐe bƵƚ eǀen ǁhen I leaned in aƐ faƌ aƐ I daƌed ǁiƚhŽƵƚ being ŽbǀiŽƵƐ͕ Ɛƚill I cŽƵldn͛ƚ ƌead ƚhe bŽld ƐƉikǇ 
marker strokes, more drawn than written, like something spray-painted on a subway car. The last name was 
short, only four or five letters; the first looked like R, or was it P? 
 
͞PeŽƉle die͕ ƐƵƌe͕͟ mǇ mŽƚheƌ ǁaƐ ƐaǇing͘ ͞BƵƚ iƚ͛Ɛ ƐŽ heaƌƚbƌeaking and Ƶnnecessary how we lose things. 
From pure carelessness. Fires, wars. The Parthenon, used as a munitions storehouse. I guess that anything we 
manage ƚŽ Ɛaǀe fƌŽm hiƐƚŽƌǇ iƐ a miƌacle͘͟ 
 
The grandfather had drifted away, a few paintings over; but she was loitering a few steps behind, the girl, and 
kept casting glances back at my mother and me. Beautiful skin: milky white, arms like carved marble. Definitely 
she looked athletic, though too pale to be a tennis player; maybe she was a ballerina or a gymnast or even a 
high diver, practicing late in shadowy indoor pools, echoes and refractions, dark tile. Plunging with arched 
chest and pointed toes to the bottom of the pool, a silent pow, shiny black swimsuit, bubbles foaming and 
streaming off her small, tense frame. 
 
Why did I obsess over people like this? Was it normal to fixate on strangers in this particular vivid, fevered 
ǁaǇ͍ I didn͛ƚ ƚhink ƐŽ͘ Iƚ ǁaƐ imƉŽƐƐible ƚŽ imagine ƐŽme ƌandŽm ƉaƐƐeƌ-by on the street forming quite such 
an interest in me. And yet it was the main ƌeaƐŽn I͛d gŽne in ƚhŽƐe hŽƵƐeƐ ǁiƚh TŽm͗ I ǁaƐ faƐcinaƚed bǇ 
strangers, wanted to know what food they ate and what dishes they ate it from, what movies they watched 
and what music they listened to, wanted to look under their beds and in their secret drawers and night tables 
and inside the pockets of their coats. Often I saw interesting-looking people on the street and thought about 
them restlessly for days, imagining their lives, making up stories about them on the subway or the crosstown 
bus. Years had ƉaƐƐed͕ and I Ɛƚill hadn͛ƚ ƐƚŽƉƉed ƚhinking abŽƵƚ ƚhe daƌk-haired children in Catholic school 
uniformsͶbrother and sisterͶI͛d Ɛeen in Gƌand Cenƚƌal͕ liƚeƌallǇ ƚƌǇing ƚŽ ƉƵll ƚheiƌ faƚheƌ ŽƵƚ ƚhe dŽŽƌ Žf a 
seedy bar by the sleeves of his suit jacket. Nor had I forgotten the frail, gypsyish girl in a wheelchair out in 
front of the Carlyle Hotel, talking breathlessly in Italian to the fluffy dog in her lap, while a sharp character in 
sunglasses (father? bodyguard?) stood behind her chair, apparently conducting some sort of business deal on 
hiƐ ƉhŽne͘ FŽƌ ǇeaƌƐ͕ I͛d ƚƵƌned ƚhŽƐe ƐƚƌangeƌƐ Žǀeƌ in mǇ mind͕ ǁŽndeƌing ǁhŽ ƚheǇ ǁeƌe and ǁhaƚ ƚheiƌ 
lives were like, and I knew I would go home and wonder about this girl and her grandfather the same way. The 
old man had money; you could tell from how he was dressed. Why was it just the two of them? Where were 
they from? Maybe they were part of some big old complicated New York family ʹ music people, academics, 
one of those large, artsy West Side families that you saw up around Columbia or at Lincoln Center matinees. 
Or, maybeͶhomely, civilized old creature that he was ʹ maǇbe he ǁaƐn͛ƚ heƌ gƌandfaƚheƌ aƚ all͘ MaǇbe he 
was a music teacher, and she was the flute prodigy he had discovered in some small town and brought to play 
at Carnegie HallͶ 
 
͞TheŽ͍͟ mǇ mŽƚheƌ Ɛaid ƐƵddenlǇ͘ ͞Did ǇŽƵ heaƌ me͍͟ 
 
Her voice brought me back to myself. We were in the last room of the show. Beyond lay the exhibition shop ʹ 
postcards, cash register, glossy stacks of art books ʹ and my mother, unfortunately, had not lost track of the 
time. 

 
 

 

 

 



0 1    Read again the first part of the source, from lines 1 to 3. 

    List four ƚhingƐ abŽƵƚ TheŽ and ͚ƚhe giƌl͛ fƌŽm ƚhiƐ Ɖaƌƚ Žf ƚhe ƐŽƵƌce͘ 

 [4 marks] 
 

 

0 2    Look in detail at this extract, from lines 4 to 7 of the source. 
 

 
 

     HŽǁ dŽeƐ ƚhe ǁƌiƚeƌ ƵƐe langƵage heƌe ƚŽ deƐcƌibe TheŽ͛Ɛ cŽnfƵƐiŽn͍ 

    YŽƵ cŽƵld inclƵde ƚhe ǁƌiƚeƌ͛Ɛ chŽice Žf͗ 

 x words and phrases 

 x language features and techniques 

 x sentence forms. 

 [8 marks] 
 

Rhetorical question Tone 
Simile Syntax 
Adjective Semi-colon 

 

 

 

0 3    You now need to think about the whole of the source. 

     This text is from the beginning of a novel. 

    How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 

    You could write about: 

 x what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source 

 x how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops 

 x Any other structural features that interest you. 

 [8 marks] 
 

Beginning Zooms in 
Middle Perspective 
End Flashback 

 

 



Basic Indicative Content 
 

0 1 
 

x Theo looks at the girl 
 

x The girl was standing on one leg 
 

x Her hip was swung out to the side 
 

x She looks Theo in the eye 
 

x Theo looks away. 

 

0 2 
 

x The use of rhetorical questions indicate Theo͛s confusion 
 

x The adjective ͚scribbled͛ shows that the writing is hard to decipher 
 

x The graffiti simile emphasises the obscure form of the writing 
 

x Theo͛s eager tone amplifies his desire to find out the girl͛s name 
 

x The semi-colon marks a progression in Theo͛s thought process. 

 

0 3 
 

x The extract begins with Theo seeing the girl.  The writer zooms in on his thoughts, which show his confusion 
about her identity.  This helps to create a sense of intrigue. 
 

x The perspective shifts to his mother talking.  We aren͛t given any context about what she is saying ʹ we are 
disconnected from it.  Its inclusion in the narrative emphasises that Theo is not interested in anything but the 
girl. 

 

x The writer then refocuses Theo͛s thoughts on the physical appearance of the girl.  This helps to emphasises his 
fixation on her. 
 

x Towards the end of the extract, Theo reflects on his own character.  He wonders why he ͚obsesses͛ over people 
and he dreamily reminisces about other strangers he has observed in the past ʹ Catholic school children and a 
͚gǇƉƐǇiƐh giƌl͛.   

 

x The end of the source returns Theo sharply back to reality and the present moment. 

 

 
 

  



Extract from The Catcher in the Rye, by J. D. Salinger 
 

 

If ǇŽƵ ƌeallǇ ǁanƚ ƚŽ heaƌ abŽƵƚ iƚ͕ ƚhe fiƌƐƚ ƚhing ǇŽƵ͛ll ƉƌŽbablǇ ǁanƚ ƚŽ knŽǁ iƐ ǁheƌe I ǁaƐ bŽƌn͕ an ǁhaƚ mǇ 

lousy childhood was like, and how my parents were occupied and all before they had me, and all that David 

CŽƉƉeƌfield kind Žf cƌaƉ͕ bƵƚ I dŽn͛ƚ feel like gŽing inƚŽ iƚ͕ if ǇŽƵ ǁanƚ ƚŽ knŽǁ ƚhe ƚƌƵƚh͘ In ƚhe fiƌƐƚ Ɖlace͕ ƚhaƚ 

stuff bores me, and in the second place, my parents would have about two haemorrhages apiece if I told 

anǇƚhing ƉƌeƚƚǇ ƉeƌƐŽnal abŽƵƚ ƚhem͘ TheǇ͛ƌe ƋƵiƚe ƚŽƵchǇ abŽƵƚ anǇƚhing like ƚhaƚ͕ eƐƉeciallǇ mǇ faƚheƌ͘ 

TheǇ͛ƌe nice and all ʹ I͛m nŽƚ ƐaǇing ƚhaƚ ʹ bƵƚ ƚheǇ͛ƌe alƐŽ ƚŽƵchǇ aƐ hell͘ BeƐideƐ͕ I͛m nŽƚ gŽing ƚŽ ƚell ǇŽƵ mǇ 

ǁhŽle gŽddam aƵƚŽbiŽgƌaƉhǇ Žƌ anǇƚhing͘ I͛ll jƵƐƚ ƚell ǇŽƵ abŽƵƚ ƚhiƐ madman ƐƚƵff ƚhaƚ haƉƉened ƚŽ me 

around last Christmas just before I got pretty run-down and had to come out here and take it easy. I mean 

ƚhaƚ͛Ɛ all I ƚŽld D͘B͘ abŽƵƚ͕ and he͛Ɛ mǇ bƌŽƚheƌ and all͘ He͛Ɛ in HŽllǇǁŽŽd͘ Thaƚ iƐn͛ƚ ƚŽŽ faƌ fƌŽm ƚhiƐ cƌƵmbǇ 

Ɖlace͕ and he cŽmeƐ Žǀeƌ and ǀiƐiƚƐ me ƉƌacƚicallǇ eǀeƌǇ ǁeek end͘ He͛Ɛ gŽing ƚŽ dƌiǀe me hŽme ǁhen I gŽ 

home next month maybe. He just got a Jaguar. One of those little English jobs that can do around two hundred 

mileƐ an hŽƵƌ͘ Iƚ cŽƐƚ him damn neaƌ fŽƵƌ ƚhŽƵƐand bƵckƐ͘ He͛Ɛ gŽƚ a lŽƚ Žf dŽƵgh͕ nŽǁ͘ He didn͛ƚ ƵƐe ƚŽ͘ He 

used to be just a regular writer, when he was home. He wrote this terrific book of short stories, The Secret 

GŽldfiƐh͕ in caƐe ǇŽƵ neǀeƌ heaƌd Žf him͘ The beƐƚ Žne in iƚ ǁaƐ ͞The Secƌeƚ GŽldfiƐh͘͟ Iƚ ǁaƐ abŽƵƚ ƚhiƐ liƚƚle 

kid ƚhaƚ ǁŽƵldn͛ƚ leƚ anǇbŽdǇ lŽŽk aƚ hiƐ gŽldfiƐh becaƵƐe he͛d bŽƵghƚ iƚ ǁiƚh hiƐ Žǁn mŽneǇ͘ Iƚ killed me͘ NŽǁ 

he͛Ɛ ŽƵƚ in HŽllǇǁŽŽd͕ D͘B͕͘ being a ƉƌŽƐƚiƚƵƚe͘ If ƚheƌe͛Ɛ Žne ƚhing I haƚe͕ iƚ͛Ɛ ƚhe mŽǀieƐ͘ DŽn͛ƚ eǀen menƚiŽn 

them to me. 

     Wheƌe I ǁanƚ ƚŽ Ɛƚaƌƚ ƚelling iƐ ƚhe daǇ I lefƚ PenceǇ PƌeƉ͘ PenceǇ PƌeƉ iƐ ƚhiƐ ƐchŽŽl ƚhaƚ͛Ɛ in AgeƌƐƚŽǁn͕ 

Pennsylvania. You probably heaƌd Žf iƚ͘ YŽƵ͛ǀe ƉƌŽbablǇ Ɛeen ƚhe adƐ͕ anǇǁaǇ͘ TheǇ adǀeƌƚiƐe in abŽƵƚ a 

thousand magazines, always showing some hotshot guy on a horse jumping over a fence. Like as if all you ever 

did at Pencey was play polo all the time. I never even once saw a horse anywhere near the place. And 

Ƶndeƌneaƚh ƚhe gƵǇ Žn ƚhe hŽƌƐe͛Ɛ ƉicƚƵƌe͕ iƚ alǁaǇƐ ƐaǇƐ͗ ͞Since ϭϴϴϴ ǁe haǀe been mŽlding bŽǇƐ inƚŽ 

splendid, clear-ƚhinking ǇŽƵng men͘͟ SƚƌicƚlǇ fŽƌ ƚhe biƌdƐ͘ TheǇ dŽn͛ƚ dŽ anǇ damn mŽƌe mŽlding aƚ PenceǇ 

than they do at anǇ Žƚheƌ ƐchŽŽl͘ And I didn͛ƚ knŽǁ anǇbŽdǇ ƚheƌe ƚhaƚ ǁaƐ ƐƉlendid and cleaƌ-thinking and all. 

Maybe two guys. If that many. And they probably came to Pencey that way. 

     Anyway, it was the Saturday of the football game with Saxon Hall. The game with Saxon Hall was supposed 

to be a very big deal around Pencey. It was the last game of the year, and you were supposed to commit 

ƐƵicide Žƌ ƐŽmeƚhing if Žld PenceǇ didn͛ƚ ǁin͘ I ƌemembeƌ aƌŽƵnd ƚhƌee Ž͛clŽck ƚhaƚ afƚeƌnŽŽn I ǁaƐ Ɛƚanding 

way the hell up on top of Thomsen Hill, right next to this crazy cannon that was in the Revolutionary War and 

all. You could see the whole field from there, and you could see the two teams bashing each other all over the 

Ɖlace͘ YŽƵ cŽƵldn͛ƚ Ɛee ƚhe gƌandƐƚand ƚŽŽ hŽƚ͕ bƵƚ ǇŽƵ cŽuld hear them all yelling, deep and terrific on the 

Pencey side, because practically the whole school except me was there, and scrawny and faggy on the Saxon 

Hall side, because the visiting team hardly ever brought many people with them. 

     



          There were never many girls at all at the football games. Only seniors were allowed to bring girls with 

them. It was a terrible school, no matter how you looked at it. I like to be somewhere at least where you can 

see a few girls around once in a while, even if ƚheǇ͛ƌe ŽnlǇ Ɛcƌaƚching ƚheiƌ aƌmƐ Žƌ blŽǁing ƚheiƌ nŽƐeƐ Žƌ eǀen 

just giggling or something. Old Selma Thurmer ʹ Ɛhe ǁaƐ ƚhe headmaƐƚeƌ͛Ɛ daƵghƚeƌ ʹ showed up at the games 

ƋƵiƚe Žfƚen͕ bƵƚ Ɛhe ǁaƐn͛ƚ eǆacƚlǇ ƚhe ƚǇƉe ƚhaƚ dƌŽǀe ǇŽƵ mad ǁiƚh deƐiƌe͘ She was a pretty nice girl, though. 

I sat next to her once in the bus from Agerstown and we sort of struck up a conversation. I liked her. She had a 

big nose and her nails were all bitten down and bleedy ʹ looking and she had on those damn falsies that point 

all Žǀeƌ ƚhe Ɖlace͕ bƵƚ ǇŽƵ felƚ ƐŽƌƚ Žf ƐŽƌƌǇ fŽƌ heƌ͘ Whaƚ I liked abŽƵƚ heƌ͕ Ɛhe didn͛ƚ giǀe ǇŽƵ a lŽƚ Žf hŽƌƐe 

manure about what a great guy her father was. She probably knew what a phony slob he was. 

The reason I was standing way up on Thomsen Hill, inƐƚead Žf dŽǁn aƚ ƚhe game͕ ǁaƐ becaƵƐe I͛d jƵƐƚ gŽƚ back 

fƌŽm Neǁ YŽƌk ǁiƚh ƚhe fencing ƚeam͘ I ǁaƐ ƚhe gŽddam manageƌ Žf ƚhe fencing ƚeam͘ VeƌǇ big deal͘ We͛d 

gŽne in ƚŽ Neǁ YŽƌk ƚhaƚ mŽƌning fŽƌ ƚhiƐ fencing meeƚ ǁiƚh McBƵƌneǇ SchŽŽl͘ OnlǇ͕ ǁe didn͛ƚ have the meet. 

I lefƚ all ƚhe fŽilƐ and eƋƵiƉmenƚ and ƐƚƵff Žn ƚhe gŽddam ƐƵbǁaǇ͘ Iƚ ǁaƐn͛ƚ all mǇ faƵlƚ͘ I had ƚŽ keeƉ geƚƚing 

ƵƉ ƚŽ lŽŽk aƚ ƚhiƐ maƉ͕ ƐŽ ǁe͛d knŽǁ ǁheƌe ƚŽ geƚ Žff͘ SŽ ǁe gŽƚ back ƚŽ PenceǇ aƌŽƵnd ƚǁŽ-thirty instead of 

around dinnertime. The whole team ostracized me the whole way back on the train. It was pretty funny, in a 

way. 

     The Žƚheƌ ƌeaƐŽn I ǁaƐn͛ƚ dŽǁn aƚ ƚhe game ǁaƐ becaƵƐe I ǁaƐ Žn mǇ ǁaǇ ƚŽ ƐaǇ gŽŽd-by to old Spencer, 

my history teacher. He had the grippe, and I figured I probablǇ ǁŽƵldn͛ƚ Ɛee him again ƚill ChƌiƐƚmaƐ ǀacaƚiŽn 

Ɛƚaƌƚed͘ He ǁƌŽƚe me ƚhiƐ nŽƚe ƐaǇing he ǁanƚed ƚŽ Ɛee me befŽƌe I ǁenƚ hŽme͘ He kneǁ I ǁaƐn͛ƚ cŽming back 

to Pencey. 

     I fŽƌgŽƚ ƚŽ ƚell ǇŽƵ abŽƵƚ ƚhaƚ͘ TheǇ kicked me ŽƵƚ͘ I ǁaƐn͛ƚ ƐƵƉƉŽƐed ƚŽ cŽme back after Christmas vacation 

on account of I was flunking four subjects and not applying myself and all. They gave me frequent warning to 

start applying myself ʹ especially around midterms, when my parents came up for a conference with old 

Thurmer ʹ but I didn͛ƚ dŽ iƚ͘ SŽ I gŽƚ ƚhe aǆ͘ TheǇ giǀe gƵǇƐ ƚhe aǆ ƋƵiƚe fƌeƋƵenƚlǇ aƚ PenceǇ͘ Iƚ haƐ a ǀeƌǇ gŽŽd 

academic rating, Pencey. It really does. 

 

0 4 
   Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source, from line 18 to the end. 

  
A ƐƚƵdenƚ Ɛaid͕ ͚ThiƐ Ɖaƌƚ Žf ƚhe ƐƚŽƌǇ͕ abŽƵƚ PenceǇ PƌeƉaƌaƚŽƌǇ SchŽŽl͕ ƐhŽǁƐ ƚhaƚ HŽlden CaƵlfield iƐ  
 

ƌighƚlǇ diƐƐaƚiƐfied ǁiƚh hiƐ life ƚheƌe͛͘ 
 
 
 

   To what extent do you agree? 

    In your response, you could: 
 

 x consider your own impressions of the Holden Caulfield 

 x eǀalƵaƚe hŽǁ ƚhe ǁƌiƚeƌ cŽnǀeǇƐ CaƵlfield͛Ɛ ǀieǁƐ Žn ƚhe ƐchŽŽl 

 x support your response with references to the text. 

 [20 marks] 



Key words 
 

Dissatisfied Despondent Perspective 
Alienated Pessimistic Tone 
Awkward Insightful Syntax 

Lonely Realistic Colloquialism 
Disappointed Sensitive Metaphor 

 

 

Indicative content 
 

x Caulfield is a socially awkward and isolated character; he does not seem to fit into life at Pencey Prep.  He does 

not excel academically and he struggles to manage the fencing team. 
 

x Caulfield is disillusioned at the disconnection between the public image of Pencey and the reality of school life.  

He emphasies how much the school invests in marketing through the use of exaggeration ʹ he ƐaǇƐ ƚhaƚ ͚ƚheǇ 

adǀeƌƚiƐe in abŽƵƚ a ƚhŽƵƐand magaǌineƐ͛͘ 
 

x Caulfield exaggerates again when he reflects on the rivalry beƚǁeen PenceǇ and SaǆŽn Hall͘  He ƐaǇƐ ƚhaƚ ͚you 

ǁeƌe ƐƵƉƉŽƐed ƚŽ cŽmmiƚ ƐƵicide Žƌ ƐŽmeƚhing if Žld PencǇ didn͛ƚ ǁin͛͘  HiƐ cleaƌ lack Žf ƐeƌiŽƵƐneƐƐ helƉƐ ƚŽ 

convey a sarcastic, disillusioned tone. 
 

x CaƵlfield dŽeƐ nŽƚ aƚƚend ƚhe game͕ deƐƉiƚe ͚ƉƌacƚicallǇ ƚhe ǁhŽle͛ ƐchŽŽl ƚƵƌning ŽƵƚ ƚŽ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ Pencey.  This 

helps to highlight his isolation from his peers. 
 

x CaƵlfield ƐaǇƐ Žf PenceǇ ƚhaƚ ͚iƚ ǁaƐ a terrible ƐchŽŽl͕ nŽ maƚƚeƌ hŽǁ ǇŽƵ lŽŽked aƚ iƚ͛͘  TŽ CaƵlfield͕ eǀeƌǇ Ɛingle 

aspect of school life is unsatisfactory. 
 

x CaƵlfield claimƐ ƚhaƚ he ͚fŽƌgŽƚ͛ to tell the reader about his expulsion͘  He ƐaǇƐ ƚhaƚ he gŽƚ ƚhe ͚aǆe͛ fŽƌ ͚flƵnking 

fŽƵƌ ƐƵbjecƚƐ͛͘  HiƐ ƵƐe Žf cŽllŽƋƵial langƵage nŽƚ ŽnlǇ highlighƚƐ hiƐ dissatisfaction with Pencey, but also his lack 

Žf ƌegƌeƚ fŽƌ nŽƚ ͚aƉƉlǇing͛ himƐelf aƚ all͘  We aƌe giǀen ƚhe imƉƌeƐƐiŽn ƚhaƚ he͛Ɛ glad ƚŽ leaǀe͘ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Please read this carefully before you begin the task. 
 
 
Background about the writer you are about to study. This information 
was taken from her obituary, the review of her life that appeared in the 
newspaper after her death. 
 
The novelist Elizabeth Berridge, who has died aged 89, was a writer of rare distinction who deserved more recognition 

than she ever received. She was born in south London, of English/Welsh ancestry. Her father was a land agent, 

administering large London and country estates, and she may have inherited something of his eye for property, for 

her descriptions of houses and localities, especially of the growth and development of the southern suburbs where 

she grew up and lived for large parts of her life, are memorable for their sharpness and accuracy. 

 

Although [Berridge] was, on the surface, a conventional master of conservative suburban fiction, her work concealed a 

deep subversiveness. The reader continually finds his expectations railroaded on to a completely different track. She 

was, par excellence, the celebrator of family life. There is, as she said herself, no substitute for the family: ͚It is 

society's first teething ring, man's proving ground. When repudiated, it still leaves its strengthening mark. When it 

does the rejecting, the outcast is damaged. Within its confines, devils and angels rage together, emotions creep 

underfoot like wet rot, or flourish like Russian ivy. It is the world in microcosm, the nursery of tyrants, the no man's 

land of suffering, a place and a time, a rehearsal for silent parlour murder. 

 

Berridge was an expert at charting the small cruelties that husband and wife, parent and child, can inflict on each 

other in the domestic arena, and at describing the intrinsic dignity and extrinsic humiliations of old age. On the other 

hand, she freely admitted to a preoccupation with aunts, and this is manifest in most of her finely crafted fiction, 

where aunts of all varieties ʹ mainly elderly ʹ proliferate on the page, realistically, if lovingly, described. Readers of 

Across the Common will not soon forget Aunt Seraphina, expertly stuffing her bag with cuttings from the flowerbeds 

of Regent͛s Park under the nose of the keeper for the benefit of her garden at home. 

 



 

 

Source: https://www.theguardian.com/books/2009/dec/16/elizabeth-berridge-obituary 

 
 
 



The Source - Lullaby, by Elizabeth Berridge 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Source: AQA GCSE English Language reading resource booklet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



0 | 1 Read again the third paragraph of the source. 
  

List four things about the (unnamed) wife from this part of the source 
 

[4 marks] 
 
 

 Don͛t write lengthy, unfocused answers 
 

 Don͛t make inferences on the passage 
 

 Do write short, succinct answers 
 

 Do select short, relevant quotations 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



0 | 2 Look in detail at this extract, from paragraph four of the source: 
  

 

 
 
 How does the writer use language here to convey the wife͛s views on family life? 
  

You could include the writer͛s choice of: 
 

x words and phrases 
 

x language features and techniques 
 

x sentence forms. 
 

[8 marks] 
 
 

 Don͛t simply list technical terms 
 

 Do focus on why the writer has used certain words, short phrases and language devices 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



0 | 3 You now need to think about the whole of the source. 
 

This text is a complete short story. 
 

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 
 

You could write about: 
 

x what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source 
 

x how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops 
 

x any other structural features that interest you 
 

[8 marks] 
 
 

 Don͛t retell the sequence of events 
 

 Don͛t write about the writer͛s use of language 
 

 
 Do write about shifts and changes in the text 

 

 Do note a structural feature at a certain point and then comment on how it is developed 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



0 | 4 Focus this part of your answer on the second page of the source to the end. 
 

A student said, ͚This part of the story, where the two parents decide to go to the cinema, shows how 
neglectful and selfish they are, and the fire is ultimately their fault͛͘ 
 

To what extent do you agree? 
 

In your response, you could: 
 

x consider your own impressions of what the actions of the parents 
 

x evaluate how the writer conveys the actions of the parents 
 

x support your response with references to the text. 
 

[20 marks] 
 
 

 Don͛t write about details outside the stated lines 
 

 Don͛t feel you need to construct artificial counter-arguments 
 

 Don͛t include unrelated information about historical context 
 

 Do remember that the best answers are ͚detailed͛ and ͚perceptive͛ 
 

 Do adopt a method-based approach ;e͘g͘ the writer used the wordͬphrase to show͙Ϳ 
 

 Do explicitly refer back to the question 
 

 Do consider to what extent you agree or disagree with the statement. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
0 | 5 A magazine has asked for contributions for their creative writing section. 

 

Either 
 

Write a description of a visit to the cinema as suggested by the picture below: 
 

 
 
or 
 

Write a story about a time when you made a bad decision. 
. 

(24 marks for content and organisation 
 

16 marks for technical accuracy) 
 

[40 marks] 
 
 

 

 Don͛t use plots based on films or computer games 
 

 Don͛t write about gory or unpleasant incidents 
 

 Do plan your response  
 

 Do spell key words correctly 
 

 Do use correct and varied punctuation 
 

 Do remember that ͚advanced͛ words do not always add clarity 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Now Assess What You Have Learnt 
 
Answer the questions below.   
 

If you get stuck, think harder͘  And if you͛re still stuck, look in your book͘ 
 
 
 

 
1. Is the section A text fiction or non-fiction? 

 
 

2. What does section B require you to do? 
 
 
3. How many marks are available for the whole paper? 
 
 
4. How many marks are available for question 3? 
 
 
5. How many marks are available for question 4? 

 
 

6. How many marks are available for question 5? 
 
 
7. How many of the marks for question 5 are awarded for technical accuracy? 
 
 
8. What are your required to do for question 1? 
 
 
9. What are you required to do for question 2? 
 
 
10. What are you required to do for question 4? 

 
 

11. List three ͚language͛ terms? 
 
 
12. List three ͚structure͛ terms? 
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Maths - Percentages and ratios 
Section A  

Question 1 

 

Question 2 

 

(total 3 marks) 
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Question 3 

Angela earns £35 240 a year. 

She has to pay income tax. 

She is allowed to earn £6475 before paying tax. 

She pays 20% tax on the rest. 

Her employer deducts the income tax each month. 

Work out how much income tax Angela gets deducted each month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ά ………………………………. 

(Total 5 marks) 

 

Question 4 

Christie wants to buy this car. 
The salesman reduces the price by 15%. 

Work out 15% of £7250. 

 

  

 

 

 £ ................................... 
[2] 
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Question 5 

A computer costs £650. This price is reduced by 18%. 

Calculate the reduced price of the computer. 

 

 

 

 

 

£ ...................................... 
[3] 

 

Question 6 

The price of a new car is £14 600 plus 17.5% VAT. Calculate the total cost of the 
car. 

 

 

 

 

 
£ .................................. [3] 
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Question 7  
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Section B 

Question 8 

This table gives information about three burgers. Which of these burgers has the highest 
percentage of carbohydrate by weight? Show your working clearly. 
 

Total Weight (g) Carbohydrate (g) 

Bumper burger 274 47 

Cheese burger 173 29 

Veggie burger 252 54 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
............................................ [3] 
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Question 9 

 

(total 4 marks) 
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Question 10 
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Question 11 

  (total 5 marks)  
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Section C 

Question 12 

 

Question 13 
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Question 14 

 

Question 15 
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Question 16 

 Ann and Bob shared £240 in the ratio 3 : 5 

 Ann gave a half of her share to Colin.                                                                             

 Bob gave a tenth of his share to Colin. 

 What fraction of the £240 did Colin receive? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

..................................... 
(Total 3 marks) 

 

Question 17 

Mr Green makes some compost. 
He mixes soil, manure and leaf mould in the ratio 3:1:2 

Mr Green makes 72 litres of compost. 

How many litres of leaf mould does he use? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

................................ litres 

(3) 
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Question 18 

 

(Total 4 marks) 
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Product of prime factors, HCF/LCM and 
BIDMAS 
Section A  

Question 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) 

 Question 2 

 (a) Express 120 as a product of its prime factors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.................................................................................................... 

(2) 
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Question 3 

Use this factor tree to write 54 as a product of its prime factors. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.................................................................................................... 

Question 4 
 

Write each of the following numbers as the product of its prime factors. 

a  24 ................................................................ b 40 ................................................................. 

 

 

 

c  50 ................................................................ d 72 ................................................................. 

                                                                                                                                                  (Total 4 marks) 
Question 5 

Express 420 as the product of its prime factors. 

 

 

 

.................................... 
[2] 
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Question 6 

As a product of prime factors, 

  24 = 2 × 2 × 2 × 3. 

Write 40 as a product of prime factors. 

 

....................................... 
[2] 

Question 7 

 

(2 marks) 
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Section B 

Question 8 

(a) Find the highest common factor (HCF) of 30 and 45 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) 

(b) Find the lowest common multiple (LCM) of 30 and 45 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) 

Question 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) 
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Question 10 
 Find the highest common factor (HCF) of 90 and 120 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) 

........................................................... 

Question 11 
 
 (a)    Work out the highest common factor (HCF) of 

  16 and 20    
 

 
 
 

  
(1) 

........................................................... 

 
 
 (b)     Work out the Lowest common multiple  (LCM) of  

 
                16 and 20 

 
 
 
 
 

(1) 

........................................................... 
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Question 12 

Find the lowest common multiple (LCM) of 25 and 30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.......................................... 
[2] 

  



 

42 
 

Question 13 

  (i) Work out the highest common factor (HCF) of 24 and 40. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

....................................... 
[2] 

(ii) Work out the lowest common multiple (LCM) of 24 and 40. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

....................................... 
[2] 
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Section C 

Question 14 

Work out. 

(a) 6 – 2 × 5 

.................................. 
[1] 

(b) (4 + 2)2 

.................................. 
[1] 

 

 (c) 3 × 52 + 4 × 5 

 

................................. 
[2] 

 
Question 15 

(a) Anwar and Colin work out this sum. 

  4 + 2 × 3 = 

Anwar says the answer is 18. 
Colin says the answer is 10. 

Who is correct? Give a reason. 

Write Anwar or Colin on the first space. 

           ......................................... because .............................................................................. 

           ..................................................................................................................................... 
[1] 

(b) Work out. 

 (14 – 6) × 32 

 

...................................... 
[2] 
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Question 16 

Insert brackets in each of the following calculations so that they are correct. 

2 + 5 × –4 = –28 

2 × 5 + –42 = 2 

2 × 5 + –42 = 36 
[3] 

 
 

 

Question 17 

   

           Work out the value of (4 + 5) × 2 + 3 

 

 

………………… 
(1) 

  
 

 
Question 18 
 

 

 
 

        (Total 3 marks) 
 

 
 



 

45 
 

Question 19 
  

Work out 

 

 a  37 – (6 x 3) 

 

 b  (7 + 2) - (16 – 9) 

   

 c  7 x 5 + 3 x 8  

 

     d  45 ÷ (8 – 3)  
 

 
(Total 4 marks) 
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Area, surface area and Pythagoras’ Theorem 
Section A 

Question 1 

 
Question 2 

The diagram shows a 6-sided shape made from a rectangle and a right-angled triangle. 
 

 
  
Work out the total area of the 6-sided shape. 
 
 
          ...........................cm2 

(Total 3 marks) 

12 cm

7 cm

6 cm

2 cm Diagram 
accurately drawn

NOT
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Question 3 
          The diagram shows a triangle and a square. 

 

 

 

 

Diagrams NOT 

accurately drawn 

 

Calculate the area of the triangle. The square has the same area.  

What is the length of one side of the square? 

 

 

 

 

 

(Total marks 3) 

          Question 4 

Calculate the area of this right-angled triangle. 

Give the units of your answer. 

   

Not scale 

 

 

 

...................................... 
[3] 

 [1] 



 

48 
 

Question 5 
 

 Not to scale 

.  

Work out the area of this shape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

................................... m2 
[3] 

B

A F

C

DE

3 m

4·7 m

2 m

3·5 m
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Section B 

Question 6 
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Question 7 

A cylinder has radius 7.2cm and height 16.5cm. 

Find the surface area of the cylinder. 

 

Give your answer correct to 3 significant figures. You must state the units. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

............................. 
[4] 
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Question 8 

 

 

Calculate the surface area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3 marks) 
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Question 9 

Calculate the surface area of the prism. 

You must state the units. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

............................. 
[3] 
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Section C 

Question 10 
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Question 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙ 

(3) 
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Question 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͙͘͘ 

 (4) 
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Question 13 
      

 

 
Alan runs around the field from A to C via B. 

 

Bhavna runs directly across the diagonal of the field from A to  C. 

 

(a) How far does Alan run? 
(b) How far does Bhavna run? 
(c) Who has to run furthest and by how much? 
 

You must explain your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Total 3 marks) 
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Question 14 

 

 

 

Question 15 
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Question 16 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Total 3 marks) 
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The circle, converting between measures and 
volumes 
Section A  

Question 1  

 Write down the names of the labelled parts of the circles below.  

 

a  …………………………              d …………………………         f …………...………….. 

b  …………………………              e …………………………         g ………………………. 

c  …………………………                                                         h ………………………. 

(Total 3 marks)     

Question 2   

 Here is a list of words that are connected with circles.  

arc          radius      chord      diameter  circumference  sector   

  Label the four boxes on this diagram, by choosing the correct word from the list.  

 

1 ……………………………………. 
 

2 ……………………………………. 
 

3 ……………………………………. 
 

4 ……………………………………. 
 

 

(Total 4 marks)     
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Question 3 

A circle has a radius of 4 cm. 

Write down the length of the diameter.  

Answer  .....……………………………… cm 
(Total 1 mark) 

Question 4 

(a) Calculate the circumference of this circle. 

   

............................... mm 
[2] 

(b) The radius of this circle is 4 cm.  Calculate the area of the circle. 

   

........................... cm2 
[2] 
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Question 5 

Question 6 
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Question 7 
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Question 8 

A path of width 1·5 m is laid round the pond, as shown in this plan view. 

   

Not to scale 

Calculate the area of the path. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.............................. m2 
[3] 

Question 9 
The area of a semi-circle is 36cm2. Calculate the radius, correct to three significant figures. 

   
 

   

 

.............................. cm 
[3] 

 

 

 

 



 

64 
 

Section B 

Question 10 

Change 7 m2 to cm2. 

…………………cm2 
(Total 2 marks) 

 

Question 11 

The volume of a cube is 8 m3. (b) Change 8 m3 to cm3. 

.......................... cm3 
(2) 

Question 12 
The volume of a cylinder is 350cm3. Express the volume in mm3. 

………………………… mm3 

(1) 

 
Question 13 
The area of a classroom is 5m2. What is the area of the classroom in mm2 ? 

 

………………………… mm2 

(1) 

Question 14 
A field has an area of 105m2. What is this in km2 ? 

………………………… km2 

(1) 

 
Question 15 
Convert : 

(a) 94,000 mm2 into cm2 

.  ......................... cm3 

(b) 0.08cm3 into mm3         
                                                                                               ………………………… mm3 

 (2) 
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Section C 

Question 16 
 

   

Calculate the volume of the cuboid. Give the units of your answer. 

 

 

 

..................................... 
[3] 

Question 17 
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Question 18 

The sketch shows a triangular prism. 

All the measurements are in centimetres. 

   

Calculate the volume of the prism. 

Show your method clearly. 

Give the units of your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

..................................... 
[4] 
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Question 19 
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Question 20 

A cylindrical drum is shown below. 

   

Calculate the volume of the drum. 

 

 

 

........................................... m3 
[3] 

 

Question 21 

 Calculate the volume of this cylinder. 

 

 

Diagram NOT 

accurately drawn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (Total 2 marks) 
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Question 22 
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Best value comparisons 
Section A ʹ Do these questions by finding out the cost of a single item 

Question 1 
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Question 2 
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Section B  

Question 3ʹ now do this question again, by working out the cost of 30 pens in each shop  
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Question 4 
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Section C 

Question 5 
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Question 6 
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Question 7 

 Samantha wants to buy a new pair of trainers. 

 There are 3 shops that sell the trainers she wants. 

SpoƌƚƐ ͚ϰ͛ All  Edexcel Sports  Keef͛Ɛ SpoƌƚƐ 

Trainers  Trainers  Trainers 

£5  off  £50 

plus  usual price of  plus 

12 payments of 
£4.50 

 
£70  VAT at 20% 

  

 From which shop should Samantha buy her trainers to get the best deal? 

 You must show all of your working. 

 

 

 

  

5
1
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Question 8 

 The table gives information about an estate agent’s charges for selling a house. 

Value of the house Estate agenƚ͛Ɛ charges 

Up to £60 000 2% of the value of the house 

Over £60 000 

2% of the first £60 000 
plus 

1% of the remaining value of the 
house 

 Ken uses this estate agent to sell his house. 

 The estate agent sold Ken’s house for άϴϬ ϬϬϬ. 

Work out the total charge that Ken will have to pay. 
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 Question 9 

 A customer who cancels a holiday with Funtours has to pay a cancellation charge. 
The cancellation charge depends on the number of days before the departure date the customer 
cancels the holiday. 

 The cancellation charge is a percentage of the cost of the holiday. 

 The table shows the percentages. 

Number of days before the 

departure date the customer 

cancels the holiday 

Percentage of the 

cost of the 

holiday 

29–55 40% 

22–28 60% 

15–21 80% 

4–14 90% 

3 or less 100% 

  

 The cost of Amy’s holiday was άϴϰϬ 
She cancelled her holiday 25 days before the departure date. 

 (a) Work out the cancellation charge she had to pay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ά …………………………… 

(2) 

 



 

81 
 

 The cost of Carol’s holiday was άϲϬϬ 
She cancelled her holiday and had to pay a cancellation charge of £480 

 (b) Give the range of the number of days in which Carol cancelled her holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

………………………….  

(3) 
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Science 
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84 
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Other resources 
If you require any other additional work, please visit the websites below: 

English: 

https://www.gcsepod.com/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv 

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/english/ 

https://www.senecalearning.com/ 

Maths: 

www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk  

Students have their own log in - Example name and Year (John Smith Year 9 – Johsmit9@lighthall)  

123456  

www.mathsgenie.co.uk  

www.corbettmaths.com  

Science: 

Primary resources - https://www.gcsepod.com - requires student login (provided by school) 

Additional resources: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrkw2hv 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw 

https://www.gcsepod.com - requires student login (provided by school) 

GCSE Learning and Revision | GCSEPod 

Hello, we're GCSEPod - A multi award-winning digital publisher of in-depth curriculum 
knowledge for over 27 GCSE subjects. We are dedicated to improving the working lives of 
teachers and making GCSE learning stick. 

www.gcsepod.com 
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Freesciencelessons - YouTube 

Freesciencelessons is driven by a core belief. 
Education leads to social mobility. Therefore, every 
student deserves outstanding teaching, no matter 
where th... 

www.youtube.com 

 

GCSE Science - BBC Bitesize 

GCSE Combined Science. Exam board content from BBC Bitesize for students in England 
and Northern Ireland. Choose the exam specification that matches the one you study. 

www.bbc.co.uk 

 

 


